The Bloody Assize
Father Petre, he was not going to face his wronged and
rebellions subjects alone*   In the early morning of Tuesday,
December I xth, having told his nephew, the young Duke of
Northumberland, not to open his door until the usual hour,
he too made his way along the secret passage out of the
palace, and rode in a hackney carriage to Millbank.   Here
he crossed the river to Vauxhall, and as he passed Lambeth
he flung the Great Seal, which he had carried away with him,
into the ebbing river*   This was his act of abdication, the
one good deed of his reign-
Let this, at least, be said of Jeffreys, that he was literally
the last to leave the ship.   He had come to join the King
after Petre's flight in November, and was occupying the good
father's lodgings*   On Saturday, December 8th, he had sat
in Cour^ and that evening, after using the Great Seal to seal
the writs for a new House of Commons, he had surrendered
it to the King at his command, but he still remained at the
palace, and probably left not earlier than the Monday.
He had busied himself to obtain a vessel, but evidently
feared that if it were known who was on board, the ship
would not be allowed to leave the country. So it was
necessary to disguise himself, and the gold frog-button gown
and the beaver hat with diamond buckles to the band were
laid aside. In a rusty coat and fur cap, a seaman's neck-cloth,
and with his eyebrows shaved, he went forth knowing himself
a hunted man. He reached Wapping, and seems to have
found a ship where he might have stayed in safety, but either
thirst or fear of constables drove him on shore, and there, in
a pot-house called the " Red Cow," near King Edward's
Stairs, he sat drinking until about one or two on Wednesday
afternoon, when some constables who were looking for him
searched the house.
The Lord Chancellor, begrimed and filthy with coal dust,
was lying between a couple of blankets in an upper room, and
upon the constables charging him with being the man they,
wanted, he admitted his identity, and begged their proteo-
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